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omission of a treatment of the term "project" is also noticeable in the chapter 
on "Special Methods of Procedure." 

Chapter v presents "Progress within the Subject." This will prove of 
especial aid to those teachers who have not developed a method of procedure 
by which there can be a progression in the knowledge of the students. This 
chapter is followed by chapters on "Written Work," "Measuring the Results 
of History Teaching," "Library and Collateral Reading Problems," "Current 
Events," "Planning the Course," and "The High-School History Teacher." 
A brief review cannot attempt to touch upon the significant phases of each 
chapter. However, the principles to follow in selecting collateral reading, 
the plans suggested for conducting current events, and the excellent plea for 
professional as well as academic training cannot be ignored even in a cursory 
review. 

The chief merit in the book lies in its concreteness through specific illus- 
trations. Professor Tryon does not follow the well-beaten path of telling 
what ought to be done without suggesting the means of doing it. The style 
is readable but not ornate. The Teaching of History in Junior and Senior 
High Schools will find many appreciative readers. 

Bessie L. Pierce 

University of Iowa 



Laboratory work in English composition. — The usual work on English com- 
position is not an attractive document. Custom has made of it a handbook 
rather than a text. Publishers, seeking primarily a systematic presentation 
of principles, have been contented if they could obtain this with a reasonable 
modicum of exercise material. It is left for the teacher to put flesh on the 
bones of the skeleton. 

A new first-year book in junior high school English 1 marks, however, a 
determined effort to evolve a more teachable organization. The writers 
have addressed themselves quite clearly to the pupil throughout. The older 
organization of chapters has therefore given way to one by problems, and prin- 
ciples are developed through their applications. The situations dealt with 
range from the effective telling of a personal experience and the proper phras- 
ing of a mail order to the editing of a school paper and the dramatization of 
an interesting story. Under cover of this wide variety of "problems" the 
working principles of grammar and composition are brought out forcibly in 
their natural settings. 

In each case the first care is to insure that the pupil really feels the need 
of improvement in the given direction. Examples are cited of a sort most 
likely to arise in the pupil's own experience. Questions then evoke an appre- 
ciation of the characteristics giving superiority to one form over the other. 
Pupils are led to a critical evaluation of their own habits. Frequently the 

1 Thomas H. Briggs, Isabel McKinney, and Florence Skeffington, Junior 
High School English, Book I. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1921. Pp. xiv+399. $1.12. 
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point is clinched by anecdote. There follows a wealth of suggestions as to 
ways in which the pupil may, with interest and profit, put his newly gained 
insight to immediate use. 

The result is a book in a measure approaching the concept of a "laboratory 
manual" in English composition. The teacher has in convenient form a 
plan of procedure so carefully outlined as almost to teach itself. Her function 
will often be that of guiding in the choice of alternatives offered and adapting 
the task to the special needs of individual and group. 

A feature of the book is the Appendix, constituting one-fourth of its bulk. 
In this has been concentrated much that would ordinarily appear in the body 
of the text — lists of special faults to be eradicated and exercise material in 
enunciation, punctuation, spelling, and outlining. One section of sixty pages 
contains a complete summary of essential grammar, although many instruc- 
tors will find its terminology disconcertingly novel. The book concludes with 
a suggestive list of fifty-seven larger projects from which selection may be 
made as desired. 

The book may be cordially commended to the attention of all teachers in 
seventh- and eighth-grade English classes as well as to those responsible for 
the selection of textbooks in these grades. 



Part-time education. — One of the most important educational problems 
has long been that of relating school work to the future vocational work of 
the pupils. California has attempted to solve this problem by means of a 
Part-Time Education Act. As a result of this act the problems of part-time 
education have received considerable attention in that state. A bulletin 1 of 
the University of California presents a discussion of this type of education 
which is based on wide study and experience. 

The author takes the point of view that the success or failure of part-time 
education depends primarily on the type of co-ordination maintained. The 
school work of the pupil must be chosen with a view to capitalizing his whole 
experience, home, occupational, and social. Her study of this problem of 
co-ordination presents a bibliography of the literature on the subject, describes 
the general need for co-ordination, offers suggestions upon which a plan of 
co-ordination may be based, and suggests methods for the discharge of the 
function. She discusses in detail what she considers the five factors of 
co-ordination, namely, educational salesmanship, promoting instruction, 
placement, personal advice and assistance, and community co-operation. 
Educational salesmanship is the name applied to the work of popularizing 
part-time education through all the means possible, such as the press, influen- 
tial citizens, personal letters, civic organizations, and personal conferences. 

'Margaret M. Alltucker, Co-ordination in Part-Time Education. "Part- 
Time Education Series No. 4," Bulletin No. 3. Berkeley, California: University of 
California. Pp. 44. 



